
 

 

Press Release 

CANADA TO PLAY FOR GOLD AT 2014 WOMEN’S WORLD WHEELCHAIR 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP IN TORONTO 

 (June 27, 2014 - TORONTO, ONT.) – Team Canada will face Germany for the gold medal at the 2014 
Women’s World Wheelchair Basketball Championship after a thrilling 75-74 win against the Netherlands 
on Friday at the Mattamy Athletic Centre in Toronto, Ont. With the win, Canada secures a spot on the 
podium for the seventh consecutive time at the world championship and will play for the gold medal at 
3 p.m. ET on Saturday, June 28. 

The Dutch came out firing to start the semifinal game as Canada battled back through much of the 
opening 20 minutes. Despite Canada shooting 65 per cent in the first half, the Netherlands converted 14 
points off of Canadian turnovers en route to a 40-34 lead at halftime.  

Canada made it a one-point game going into the final frame as Elmira, Ont.’s Katie Harnock dropped a 
long, clutch two-pointer at the buzzer. Canada would regain the lead, 55-54, after a long pass by Janet 
McLachlan found Quebec City, Que., native Cindy Ouellet wide open for an uncontested layup. The 
Canadians seized the momentum with some clutch shooting down the stretch and held a nine-point lead 
with 2:30 remaining in the game.  

The Netherlands refused to go down without a fight and erased the deficit to take a one-point lead, 74-
73, with nine seconds left. On the next inbound play, Harnock found McLachlan at the far side and the 
Vancouver, B.C., native battled through some tight defensive coverage and used her size to drop a 
clutch two-pointer and give Canada the lead with 0.9 seconds left on the clock. The Dutch were able to 
regroup and get a final shot off but the ball bounced off the rim and out to seal the Canadian victory.  

“I think we always just believed it would come together for us,” said Harnock. “I’ve said it a few times; 
this is the best I think we’ve ever played, since I’ve been on the team for sure. All of us are really hitting 
our stride and even when they were up by four, or six, there was never a feeling that they could take it 
away from us. There was always a belief we could bring it back.” 

The veteran trio of McLachlan, Harnock and Ouellet delivered in a big way for the Canadian side. 
McLachlan finished with a double-double on the strength of 25 points and 18 rebounds. Harnock added 
22 points and shot a blistering 79 per cent from the field. Ouellet also picked up a double-double with 16 
points and a career-high 14 assists. 



 

 

With a solid effort from start to finish, Inge Huitzing was the top point producer for the Netherlands 
with 33 points. Teammate Mariska Beijer also tallied 28 points. 

The Netherlands will face the United States in the bronze medal game at 1 p.m. ET on Saturday. 

The tournament is Canada’s first major test on the road to the Toronto 2015 Parapan American Games 
and the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games. 

The tournament runs June 20-28 and is the largest women’s world championship in history, featuring 
teams from Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Great Britain, Japan, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Peru and the United States. 

All games of the competition are being webcast live online through CBC Sports’ free desktop video 
player and SportsCanada.TV’s digital platforms, as well as through the official tournament website. 
Tickets are also on sale online and at the Mattamy Athletic Centre box office. 

For complete results and more information please visit www.2014wheelchairbasketball.com / 
#2014wcbasketball. 

NOTE TO EDITOR: Daily video highlights available for download via SendtoNews – 
http://www.sendtonews.com/#!highlight/story/v9ctZHtHAu.    
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About the Event 

Over 400 athletes, coaches, officials, delegates, and volunteers will attend the 2014 WWWBC that 
features 12 participating countries. Canadians can catch a sneak peek at the top 12 female wheelchair 
basketball players in Canada, including emerging local talent and highly decorated stars, preparing to 
compete in one of the most fiercely competitive and exciting spectator sports to be played at the 
Toronto 2015 Parapan American Games and Rio 2016 Paralympic Games.  

About Team Canada  

Team Canada is in pursuit of an unprecedented seventh straight podium performance, remarkably, 
having medalled at every single world championship including the capture of four consecutive gold 
medals (1994, 1998, 2002, and 2006), and bronze medals in 1990 and 2010.  

About the Host 
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Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the host of the 2014 Women’s World Wheelchair Basketball 
Championship. The event marks Canada’s fourth opportunity to host a landmark international 
wheelchair basketball championship - having previously hosted the Men’s World Championship in 1994, 
the inaugural U23 Men’s World Championships in 1997, and the first-ever U25 Women’s World 
Championships in 2011. 
 
For more information, to request a photo, or to schedule an interview contact: 
 
Courtney Pollock, Coordinator 
Communications & Media Relations 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
Tel: 613-291-6721 
cpollock@wheelchairbasketball.ca   

Jody Kingsbury, Manager 
Marketing & Communications 
Wheelchair Basketball Canada 
Tel: 613-851-2337 
jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca  

  

For all the latest information follow us: 
 
Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca 
Facebook: facebook.com/wheelchairbasketball 
Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada 
YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball 
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